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Criteria for Individual Membership 
AEDS exists to promote safe, competent clinical care for clients with eating disorders in the community.  Therefore, members are competent, ethical, professional specialists in the field of eating disorders.

Members are fully licensed, certified and/or credentialed by their respective governing board or professional organization.

Members have at least one year of experience treating clients with eating disorders, are actively engaged in the treatment of clients with eating disorders and accept referrals for this treatment. 
Members participate in professional development focused on treatment of eating disorders through formal continuing education, consultation, and/or supervision. 
Members adhere to the ethical principle of providing only treatment they are competent to provide.  If a member is subject to a complaint, reprimand or legal action affecting their practice, they will immediately advise the AEDS Board of this action and agree to comply with recommendations of the Board regarding membership status in AEDS.
Membership in an organization for professionals treating eating disorders is desirable, but not required. 
Clinical staff members with direct client contact of treatment centers are eligible for membership as individuals, not as representatives of their employer.  Non-clinical employees of treatment centers and treatment centers themselves are not eligible for membership.
Benefits of Membership 
1.
Names of all members listed on website.

2. 
Contact information included on AEDS website for clinicians.
Employees of 
treatment centers, students and non-practicing members are not included under 
contact information, but are listed as members.

3
Access to BASECAMP account, enabling the member to communicate easily 
with other members.
4.
Participation in all business meetings, during which presentations designed to 
further clinical knowledge are included and all case consultation meetings, giving 
members valuable input and supervision on clinical work.
5.
Founding and professional members may vote on organizational issues and 
concerns.  Student members are not granted voting privileges.

Levels of Membership 
Founder:  members who are recognized as the individuals who first organized AEDS and who made significant financial contribution to the founding of AEDS.  This number is limited to original members and will not increase during the lifetime of the organization.
Professional: licensed/certified/credentialed individuals in their respective field
Student and/or Intern:  (1) a student enrolled in an academic program or medical training program and who is not practicing professionally in the field of eating disorders; (2) an intern supervised by a licensed/certified/credentialed professional who treats clients with eating disorders and/or (3) a licensed professional with less than one year of clinical experience treating eating disorders.  
Associate:  professional in a field that is not board licensed or certified who specializes in working with eating disordered clients.  

Responsibilities of Members 
All members pay an annual membership fee due by the last day in January of each calendar year.  The Treasurer is responsible for collection the dues, maintaining records of dues payment for each calendar year, and notifying the Chair of the Membership Committee and Board if dues are not paid.
Members agree to attend a minimum of 4 of 12 scheduled meetings annually.  The Secretary is responsible for recording attendance data and communicating this to members in meeting minutes posted on the website. The Membership Committee Chair will maintain attendance records and submit them to the Board and Committee members at the time of membership renewal and periodically during the year.

Members are responsible for reporting to the Membership Committee Chair any changes in information submitted on the application form or on the website within 30 days of the change occurring.  

It is the responsibility of the student member to inform the AEDS membership committee chair when student status changes.  If this occurs during the middle of a calendar year for which student dues have been paid, no additional dues will be owed until the beginning of the following calendar year.  However, other level related benefits of membership, e.g. inclusion on the web site, will change immediately.
Grounds for Revocation of Membership 
Any actions leading to grounds for denial of membership during application process (e.g. loss of license, charged with a felony, reprimand for misconduct with a client).

Failure to pay annual membership dues.
Failure to attend the specified number of meetings.
Application Procedure 
Applications are submitted on line through the AEDS website and routed directly to the Membership Committee Chair, who then forwards the application for evaluation to members of the Membership Committee.  A copy of the application is also sent to Board Members for their review and over site.  Board Members do not vote on applications.

Committee members review the application and determine whether the applicant meets criteria for membership based on information submitted.  Any concerns are discussed by the membership committee.  The Chair contacts the applicant for clarifications if necessary and communicates the information to members.  Members of the Committee then vote using majority rule.  

The Chair notifies the applicant and Board members of the Committee’s decision   The Chair also requests the applicant to pay dues to the Treasurer.  Dues not pro-rated; however, dues paid in October, November and December of the current year will be applied to the following year.  

The Secretary, as Board member, receives the application approval notification and will contact the new member for web site information.  This information will not be posted on the web site until the Treasurer informs the Board that dues have been received.
